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Agrupamento Ginestal Machado inaugura
Centro Tecnolégico de Informatica
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Dr. Ginestal Machado Secondary School has a
Specialized Technological Center in the area of
Informatics, an investment that aims to modernize
infrastructures, update equipment and strengthen
the technological qualification of students.

The project is part of the Recovery and Resilience
Plan (RRP), a program financed by European funds
aimed at boosting innovation and modernization
in several strategic sectors, including education.

Modernization of spaces and equipment

enable the creation of
technologically advanced learning environments,
with:
e Rooms equipped with state-of-the-art
computers

The new centre will

e Specialized software for programming,
networking, and application development

e  Cybersecurity-oriented equipment and
computer systems

e Spaces adapted to practical
collaborative methodologies

and

SANTAREM 1st semester

This financial reinforcement made it possible to
enable essential phases of the installation and
adaptation of the spaces. The initiative aims to
strengthen the practical component of professional
and scientific-technological courses related to
computer science.

Impact on the school community
According to information provided by the school
board, the Technological Center will not be limited
to the renewal of equipment. The objective is to:
e  Update teaching methodologies
e Bring students closer to the demands of
the digital job market
e Create conditions for the development of
innovative projects
e Stimulate  partnerships
companies and institutions

with local
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The investment in technological training comes
in a context in which digital skills are
considered essential for employability and
regional competitiveness.

Institutional support

The project has European funding through the
RRP and also had institutional support at local
level to ensure its implementation

Challenge: Ensuring continuity

and real impact

It should be underlined that the creation of
infrastructure must be accompanied by:

e Continuous training of teachers
e Permanent updating of equipment

e Effective integration into the
curriculum

e Regular evaluation of results

The existence of the Technological Centre
represents a strategic opportunity for the
school, but its success will depend on the ability
to transform material investment into concrete
learning gains.
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School in motion: Sustained
momentum and strategic

communication

Dr. Ginestal Machado Secondary School has been
affirming its presence on social media as a natural
extension of its daily life. What happens in
classrooms, laboratories, stages, sports fields or
international mobilities is no longer limited to the
physical space of the school and is shared with
the entire community.

By sharing information about projects, awards,
citizenship initiatives and cultural activities, the
school makes visible the work developed by
students and teachers. Each publication
represents more than a simple record: it is the
recognition of the effort, dedication and
commitment of those who build the educational
path on a daily basis.

This digital presence brings families, partners and
former students together, allowing them to
follow, almost in real time, the school dynamics.

At the same time, it reinforces the students'
sense of belonging, who see their commitment
publicly valued.

In a context where communication is
increasingly immediate and digital, the school
assumes a posture of transparency and
openness. Sharing what you do is also
accountable, celebrating achievements and
giving visibility to the opportunities created.

Communication on social networks thus
becomes an integral part of institutional identity:
a tool for wvaluing educational work,
strengthening the community and affirming an
active, innovative and participatory school.

To disclose is to recognize. And to
recognize is to build the future.

The school in the networks

and citizenship

In a context where information circulates
quickly and not always accurately, media
literacy is an essential competence for the
exercise of

responsible citizenship.

Knowing how to distinguish facts from

opinions, verifying sources, identifying

misinformation and understanding how

social networks work are fundamental

skills for any student. Consuming

information critically and consciously is not

only a defense against fake news — it is
also a way to participate in an informed
way in society. It is with this premise
that the school's social networks are
managed: privileging reliable
information, institutional respect and
responsibility in sharing content.
Thinking before sharing, questioning
before believing and communicating
ethically are principles that guide not
only the training of students, but also
the digital presence of the school

community.
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INDICATORS: WHAT

WE KNOW

What is published on social networks:e
Participation in projects and initiativese
Individual achievements in competitionse
Cultural and sporting eventse Activities

throughout the school year. Communication
values the work developed. Thus, the analysis of
educational quality is based on consolidated
structural data, available in official reports.

Merit and Results

The school asserts itself through
concrete results that reflect consistent
work and dedication. The regional
second place in the Biology Olympiad
demonstrated scientific excellence and
academic rigor. In Mathematics, the

qualifications for national phases
confirmed the solidity of the students'
preparation.
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At the same time, the completion rate
of secondary education, close to 92%,
shows effective pedagogical
monitoring.

These indicators reflect not only
individual merit, but a school culture
oriented towards success and
continuous improvement.
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Culture, Arts and local identity
- Partnership with Teatro Sa da Bandeira

The collaboration between the Dr. Ginestal
Machado Secondary School and the Sa da Bandeira
Theatre has been consolidating itself as a clear
example of articulation between education and
culture in the local context.

More than an extracurricular activity, this
partnership represents an effective bridge
between the school space and the cultural life of
the city. By integrating students into real artistic
experiences, the school reinforces its formative
mission, extending it beyond the formal
curriculum.

Artistic training in a real context

The partnership begins in the workshops, where
theater professionals guide students in exercises
of interpretation, body expression and character
construction. The stage becomes a space for
hands-on learning and discovery.

The latest news
Creativity that marks
Ginestal's identity

At Dr. Ginestal Machado Secondary School,
students' creativity manifests itself in multiple
ways — on stage, on screen, in music, in
photography, in video and even in digital
projects. Art does not appear only as a
complementary activity, but as an authentic
expression of youth identity. Ginestal's
student artists reveal their ability to transform
ideas into creation. In clubs and artistic
subjects, they experiment with languages,
explore techniques and challenge limits. Each
drawing, each performance, each musical

composition translates not only talent, but also

reflection and sensitivity.

In open rehearsals, students follow the creative
process and realize that before the show there is
work, repetition and collaboration. They
understand that the final result is the result of
collective effort.

The presentation with free admission closes the
route, bringing school and community closer
together. More than the final applause, the entire
artistic process experienced by the students is
valued.

For the school, the collaboration also represents
greater integration in the Scalabitan Cultural
Circle.

Creativity is also manifested in the ability to
work in a team. In plays, exhibitions or

multimedia projects, the creative process is

collective, requiring dialogue, organization and
critical thinking. Art thus becomes a space for
learning and personal growth.

In a school context increasingly oriented
towards technical and scientific skills, Ginestal
continues to affirm that the artistic dimension is
essential to form complete citizens. Your
students' creativity isn't just individual talent —
it's an expression of critical thinking,
innovation, and the freedom to imagine the
world differently.

Issue#16

Occupying an emblematic space in the city,
the school reinforces its identity as a
dynamic and participatory institution.
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© Internationalization:
transformative oportunity

Erasmus+ projects at Dr. Ginestal Machado Secondary School have
represented a real opportunity for academic and personal growth for
students. Participation in international mobilities allows contact with new
cultures, educational systems and social realities, broadening horizons
and promoting a more global vision of the world.

In addition to cultural enrichment, these experiences strengthen language
skills, autonomy, responsibility and adaptability. Students return more
confident, with a strengthened critical spirit and greater European
awareness.

The initiative also values the school, which asserts itself as an open,
dynamic institution prepared for the challenges of the 21st century.
Internationalization is not just a journey — it is an investment in the future
of students and in the construction of an active and European citizenship.
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"Traditions that unite us"', i o

scope of the project/subject Portuguese as a Host Language (PLA).

We celebrate cultural and linguistic diversity with a very special
exhibition in the lobby next to the EB Mem Ramires library.

The Portuguese as a Host Language trainees shared traditions and
perspectives on Valentine's Day in different countries — from India to
Pakistan, from Taiwan to Croatia, from the Republic of Moldova to
Turkey, Romania, Venezuela, Angola, Brazil and Portugal — in a rich
dialogue that combines culture, language and creative criticism.

In an experience of linguistic and cultural immersion, we also explored
symbols such as the lovers' handkerchief, represented on canvas, valuing
how love and traditions are lived in a unique way.

The exhibition reflects respect, curiosity and sharing — because
understanding the other is also a uniting factor.

SCHOOL SPORTS
GINESTAL ACTIVATES: WHEN SPORT ALSO
EDUCATES

School sport at Dr. Ginestal Machado Secondary School represents much
more than victories in regional competitions or moments of celebration
in the pavilion. Participating in school sports activities is an opportunity
for integral development that accompanies students beyond the playing
field.

Regular practice of sport brings widely recognized benefits. Studies on
young people's participation in sports activities show that physical
involvement improves cardiovascular health, motor coordination, and
overall fitness, contributing to a healthier and more active lifestyle from
an early age. In addition to physical gains, school sport promotes valuable
social and emotional skills. Working as a team, learning to deal with
challenges and setbacks, respecting rules and opponents and managing
one's own confidence are learnings that are transferred to the classroom
and to life. There is also evidence that participation in sport is associated
with improvements in psychological well-being and academic
performance, as regular physical activity helps reduce stress and
strengthens concentration and mental resilience. At Ginestal, these
advantages are reflected in the daily lives of students who participate in
school teams, in Physical Education classes and in sports projects with
other schools. School sport is, therefore, a privileged space to foster
healthy lifestyle habits, group spirit and values of respect and fair-play —
essential skills for the formation of active citizens prepared for the
challenges of the future.
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